The imagined support of benevolent supernatural agents attenuates anxiety and risk perception. Here, we extend these findings to judgments of the threat posed by a potentially violent adversary. Conceptual representations of bodily size and strength summarize factors that determine the relative threat posed by foes. The proximity of allies moderates the envisioned physical formidability of adversaries, suggesting that cues of access to supernatural allies will reduce the envisioned physical formidability of a threatening target. Across two studies, subtle cues of both supernatural and earthly social support reduced the envisioned physical formidability of a violent criminal. These manipulations had no effect on the perceived likelihood of encountering non-conflictual physical danger, raising the possibility that imagined supernatural support leads participants to view themselves not as shielded from encountering perilous situations, but as protected should perils arise.
Introduction
Belief in supernatural agents is a ubiquitous feature of human societies (Atran & Norenzayan, 2004; Guthrie, 1993) . Supernatural agents appear to be represented via mechanisms supporting everyday social cognition: God, gods, angels, demons, and spirits are conceptualized as persons (Barrett, 2000; Boyer, 2003) . Correspondingly, brain areas associated with representing the minds of other people are activated when imagining God's mind (Kapogiannis et al., 2009; Schjødt, Stodkilde-Jorgensen, Geertz, & Roepstorff, 2009 ). In convergent psychobiological evidence, endogenous oxytocin -a hormone associated with social bonding -correlates with self-reported spirituality (Holbrook, HahnHolbrook, & Holt-Lunstad, 2015) .
Reminders of supernatural allies appear to attenuate risk perception, paralleling the role of social support in reducing anxiety in challenging circumstances (Kamarck, Manuck, & Jennings, 1990) , and consistent with understandings of supernatural entities as capable of protecting believers from harm. Subtle reminders of God have been observed to increase willingness to take physical risks, an effect mediated by decreased perceptions of the self as likely to be injured (Kupor, Laurin, & Levav, 2015) . Subliminal primes of the word ''God" predict behavioral risk-taking in the BART task, as does trait intrinsic religiosity (Chan, Tong, & Tan, 2014) . Importantly, the risk-taking measures in these studies do not invoke moral prohibitions: belief in supernatural agents has been associated with diminished risk taking in studies involving morally proscribed behaviors (Noussair, Trautmann, van de Kuilen, & Vellekoop, 2013) . These effects, while superficially contradicting the premise that belief in supernatural support decreases risk-perception, plausibly owe to religious prohibitions on forms of risk-taking considered immoral, as reminders of God are known to decrease such behavior (Mazar, Amir, & Ariely, 2008; Shariff & Norenzayan, 2011) .
Religious beliefs, rituals, and institutions include elements orthogonal to belief in supernatural agents. Nonetheless, as belief in supernatural agents is central to religiosity, links between religiosity and risk-sensitivity are likely related to representations of supernatural support. Consistent with this, faith has been linked with propensities for aggression on behalf of in-groups (Kruglanski, Chen, Dechesne, Fishman, & Orehek, 2009; Sosis, Phillips, & Alcorta, 2012) and is negatively associated with fear of death (Holbrook, Izuma, Deblieck, Fessler, & Iacoboni, in press; Jong, Halberstadt, & Bluemke, 2013) , suggesting that religiosity lessens perceived risk in contexts of interpersonal threat. Subliminal primes of religious concepts (e.g., ''divine") similarly enhance costly punishment of others' unfair behavior in economic games http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2015.10.011 0010-0277/Ó 2015 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
